
Distinguished Service to Psychological Science, the American Psychological Society’s James McKeen 

Cattell Award for “a lifetime of outstanding contributions to applied psychological research,” The Society 

for Research in Child Development Distinguished Scientific Contributions to Child Development Award 

and the Temple University Great Teacher Award and the University Eberman Research Award.  She was a 

finalist for 2013 Best Professor of the year for the American Academy of Education Arts and Sciences 

Bammy Awards. Kathy received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh and her Ph.D. from 

the University of Pennsylvania. Her research in the areas of early language development and infant 

cognition has been funded by the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health and 

Human Development, and the Institute of Education Sciences resulting in 14 books and over 200 

publications. She is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association and the American Psychological 

Society and served as the Associate Editor of Child Development.  She is the President and also served as 

treasurer of the International Association for Infant Studies. Her book, Einstein Never used Flashcards: How 

children really learn and why they need to play more and memorize less,  (Rodale Books) won the 

prestigious Books for Better Life Award as the best psychology book in 2003.  Her newest book, Becoming 

Brilliant: What Science tells us about raising successful children (Becoming-Brilliant.com) released in 2016, 

was on the NYTimes Best Seller List in both Education and Parenting.

Kathy has a strong interest in bridging the gap between research and application.  To that end, she was an 

investigator on the NICHD Study of Early Child Care, is on the Advisory Board of the Boston Children’s 

Museum, Jumpstart and Disney Junior and is an invited blogger for the Huffington Post.  She worked on 

the language and literacy team for the development of the California Preschool Curriculum, is on the Core 

Team for the LEGO Research Network, is a member of the Steering Committee of the Latin American 

School for Educational and Cognitive Neuroscience, was one of the organizers of the Ultimate Block Party 

and was one of the founders of the Learning Resource Network (www.learnnow.org).  Kathy is a member of 

the Research Council for America’s Promise, an organization started by Colin Powell, and has been a 

spokesperson on early development for national media like the NYTimes and npr. She tweets at 

KathyandRo1.

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek is the Stanley and Debra Lefkowitz Faculty Fellow in the 

Department of Psychology at Temple University and is a Senior Fellow at the 

Brookings Institution.  Director of Temple University’s Infant Language 

Laboratory, Kathy is the recipient of the American Psychological Association’s 

Bronfenbrenner Award for Lifetime Contribution to Developmental Psychology in 

the Service of Science and Society, the American Psychological Association’s 
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Cecilia Calero obtained her PhD in Biology (Neuroscience) at the University 

of Buenos Aires in 2011. After obtaining her PhD, she began her 

postdoctoral work under the supervision of Dr. Mariano Sigman at the 

Integrative Neuroscience Laboratory (FCEN-UBA, Argentina).Currently, 

she has a position appointed by the National Scientific and Technical 

Research Council (CONICET) and she leads a research project called ‘Little 

Teachers’ at the Neuroscience Laboratory (Torcuato Di Tella University); 

where she also performs as the co-director. The “Little Teachers” project 

focuses on how teaching skills are developed since very early ages. Her 

group seek to understand the relationship between the ability to teach and 

the learning experience itself, the importance of peer tutoring and the 

impact of other cognitive skills, such as metacognition and empathy, in the 

way we teach.

The project main goal is to understand how teaching abilities develop 

through life and aims to shed new light and provide information about the 

teaching brain.

I do research in infant’s cognitive development. In particular, I am 

interested in how the brain supports learning from early in life, and how 

brain development  and cognitive development interact. My work during 

my PhD, and now as a post-doc, has been focus on how very young infants 

process language, by using neuroimaging techniques like EEG and fNIRS, 

and behavioral methods like eye-tracking.

My research have focused in studying the relationship between intuitive 

(nonsymbolic) and formal math abilities in children, in particular in the 

development of proportional reasoning and fraction knowledge. I have 

conducted computerized training interventions to address how these two 

forms of knowledge relate to each other. I have combined cognitive 

assessments with psychophysical tools and EEG.


